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PAMPHLET AS A MEANS OF A PROPAGANDA IN  
BALTIC REGION IN EARLY MODERN TIME
The article describes the context in which Caspar von Münster wrote his pamphlet (the so-called 
“Verteidigungsschriftˮ). The author was landmarshal of the Teutonic Order in Livonia. It was published 
in 1556 during the time of the so-called “Coadjutors’ Warˮ. Attention is paid not only to the context 
of the creation of this source and its author, but to pamphlet’s publisher. The fact that it was Johann 
Daubmann, a typographer of the Prussian Duke Albrecht of Brandenburg-Ansbach, emphasizes the 
connection between the publication of pamphlets and political interests of the rulers of the neighbour-
ing lands of the Order in Livonia, for example the Duke of Prussia, the King of Poland and Grand Duke 
of Lithuania. This pamphlet showed internal conflicts in the Teutonic order. A lesser part of this article 
directs attention to the dating of pamphlet publication. One part of this pamphlet was a letter was writ-
ten by the landmarshal to the Livonian landmaster Heinrich von Galen. Identified copies of this letter 
provoke further questions. The first question is about two copies in the archives of the Duke of Prussia. 
It was made before sending the letter to the Landmaster. Was one of these Münster’s draft document, 
which he later may have given to the Duke of Prussia, and then later to the press? Not less important is 
the answer to the question of whether this pamphlet drew a wide response or not. One reason for this 
question is the publication in 1557 of a pamphlet in Daubmann’s printing press, but in Latin. Refs 37.
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Д. И. Вебер
ПАМФЛЕТ КАК СРЕДСТВО ПРОПАГАНДЫ В ПРИБАЛТИКЕ В РАННЕЕ НОВОЕ ВРЕМЯ
В статье рассматривается контекст создания памфлета, автором котором является Ка-
спар фон Мюнстер, ландмаршал Немецкого ордена в Ливонии. Памфлет был написан в 1556 г. 
в  условиях так называемой «войны коадъюторов». Внимание уделено не только контексту 
создания источника и его автору, но и издателю памфлета. Тот факт, что им стал Иоганн Да-
убманн, типограф, приближенный к герцогу Прусскому Альбрехту Бранденбург-Ансбахско-
му, подчеркивает связь между изданием памфлета и политическими интересами правителей 
земель, соседних с владениями Ордена в Ливонии, — не только герцога Прусского, но также 
короля Польши и великого князя Литовского. Их заинтересованность в фигуре Каспара фон 
Мюнстера определялась тем, что с его помощью можно было дестабилизировать обстановку 
не только в  Ливонской конфедерации, но и  внутри Ордена, поскольку данный памфлет от-
ражал внутренние противоречия в корпорации. В рамках статьи затрагиваются источнико-
ведческие проблемы, связанные с созданием памфлета. Одну из частей памфлета составляет 
письмо, написанное автором ливонскому ландмайстеру Генриху фон Галену. Выявленные ко-
пии этого письма позволяют задать несколько вопросов: каким образом эти две копии попали 
в архив герцога, делалась ли копия перед отправкой письма ландмайстеру или у Мюнстера был 
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черновик, который он позже предоставил в распоряжение герцога для снятия копии, а позже 
и типографу? Не менее важен и ответ на вопрос, вызвал ли данный памфлет какой-либо резо-
нанс. Одной из причин, побуждающих задавать его, является публикация в 1557 г. памфлета 
Мюнстера в той же типографии Даубманна, но на латинском языке. Возникает и ряд других 
вопросов, ответы на которые будут даны в ходе дальнейших исследований. Библиогр. 37 назв.
Ключевые слова: Каспар фон Мюнстер, Немецкий орден, Иоганн Даубманн, война коадъю-
торов, Ливония, Генрих фон Гален.
The sixteenth century which is simultaneous with Early Modern period is marked, 
as we know, by printing development. For us, however, of greater interest is not this phe-
nomenon in itself, but its use in political conflicts and for propaganda purposes, its com-
munications with printing house where it was created.
Besides, it is possible to raise the point of some historiographic questions. The com-
position is devoted to the article “Warhafftiger, kurtzer und wolgegründter bericht, des Eh-
rwirdigen…. Herren Caspar v. Münster, Teutsches Ordens Landtmarschalchs zu Leyfflan-
dt…“ Its author, as the title indicates, is Caspar von Münster, a landmarshal of the Teuton-
ic Order in Livonia. The interest in this source is prompted by the fact, that it allows us to 
see plainly the contradictions within the Order. Besides, new archival findings allow us to 
address additional questions to this source.
One of the copies of this source was found in the Main Land archive of Schwerin (Ger-
many, the Federal State of Mecklenburg-West Pomerania), in the fund 02.11.02/1 which 
contains the correspondence of dukes of Mecklenburg concerning the events in Livonia. 
This fund has drawn our attention because Christophe of Mecklenburg, whose election 
as a coadjutor bishop of the archbishop of Riga led to the beginning of military conflict in 
Livonia, was related to the duke: the pamphlet about him is preserved under the reference 
number 02.11.02/1 009 (1063). The finding of the pamphlet gave rise to further research, 
including searches of other copies, mainly, because the one discovered is not absolutely 
complete. The source is a part of convolute which consists also of dukes’ of Mecklenburg 
correspondence concerning Livonia. Inside the convolute the pamphlet pagination is bro-
ken in some places. This copy was mentioned by A. Bergengrün in a work about Christo-
phe of Mecklenburg [Bergegrün 1898, р. 55]. The first publication of the source was also 
mentioned there.
It was published by Julius von Bohl in 1865 [Bohl 1865, рр. 143–160]. As judged by the 
footnote on the Mitteilungen aus dem Gebiete der Geschichte … [Bohl 1865, р. 143]1, it is 
possible to suppose that the copy from the Teutonic Order Archive in Koenigsberg was tak-
en as its basis. However, after World War II not many documents from this archival corpus 
remained intact. At least, we have not managed to reveal any remains of this pamphlet in the 
Secret archive of Prussian cultural heritage (Geheimes Staatlisches Archiv Preußisscher Kul-
turbesitz) yet. However, two copies which preserved its integrity were found. The first one is 
in the Bavarian State Library, under the code Res/4 Biogr. 280,17. It is important to note that 
another one is in St. Petersburg. It is available in the National Library of Russia in Rossika 
department, under the code 13.6.2.173, and in the Microfilm Collection Mf of K-3/15231. It 
contains 20 sheets, 4 ° and 18 cm high. There are no watermarks. The pamphlet at issue is of 
great research interest, as it was published in the context of a political conflict in the Livoni-
an confederation in 1556, which reflected plainly on the contradictions between landlords 
1 I would like to express my gratitude to Dr. Juhan Kreem for this information.
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in the name of archbishop of Riga and the Livonian branch of the Teutonic Order, as well 
as the contradictions inside the chivalric order. In 1553 the duke of Mecklenburg sent the 
archbishop of Riga a message with request to support his brother Christophe, appointing the 
latter as his coadjutor [Rasmussen 1973, рр. 30–32]. In February, 1554 the archbishop set 
the seal on this. During the next year and a half he managed to get support of the emperor 
Charles V, of the Roman curia and of the princes of the Holy Roman Empire [Rasmussen 
1973, рр. 30–32]. This emplacement contradicted the resolution of the Wolmar Landtag of 
1546, according to which a representative of hereditary aristocracy couldn’t be appointed 
as the coadjutor or the bishop [Hiärn 1835, р. 201]. These events led to growing animosity 
with the Duchy of Prussia and with Poland, because the archbishop of Riga was Albrecht of 
Brandenburg — Ansbach’s brother, and was also related of the Polish king. In particular, on 
September 1, 1555 at another meeting, Albert Sigismund II promised to give Christophe 
full support [Popov, Filyushkin 2009, p. 152]. In January, 1556 this question was discussed at 
the meeting of convention in Wenden, where it was proclaimed that only the Livonian diet, 
which had been convened in Valmiera on March 8, 1556, had the right to approve or reject 
the candidate. There was a question at play there — about Christophe of Mecklenburg as a 
coadjutor [Monumenta Livoniae Antiquae 1847, рр. 667–668]. Unlike the Order, the clergy 
gave support to the archbishop and to the new coadjutor. A compromise was reached — 
Christophe was declared a coadjutor, but his powers were limited. The main ones were: pro-
hibition to marry, to defrock, to laicize the archbishopric, to hold any other positions, except 
being a coadjutor, to make pacts with the Crown of the Kingdom of Poland, to act to the 
detriment of the Livonia independence and others. [Rasmussen 1973, p. 50]. Nevertheless, 
the Order was not pleased with Christophe of Mecklenburg’s candidacy. Military clashes [for 
more details about “war of coadjutorsˮ see: Kreem 2014, р. 73; Hartmann 2004, рр. 275–307; 
Popov Filyushkin 2009, рр. 151–185; Mol 2014, pp. 205–240; Olewnik 1979, рp. 393–408; 
Weber 2014, рр. 211–232, Bessudnov 2015, pp. 147–152 etc.].
This conflict showed contradictions not only in Livonia at large, but inside the cor-
poration of the chivalric order, having adopted as its active participant the author of the 
pamphlet mentioned above, Caspar von Münster, a landmarshal of the Livonian Order. 
A landmaster also needed a coadjutor. Christoph Neuhoff, the commander of Goldingen, 
Caspar von Münster, a landmarshal of the Livonian Order and Wilhelm von Fürstenberg, 
the commander of Fellin (today Viljandi) aspired to this position. The latter got the co-
adjutor’s position, in view of von Münster’s pro-Polish views. It was violation of tradition, 
as it was a ladmarshal who had to get this appointment, which caused a split in the Or-
der. Perhaps, Fürstenberg’s appointment in opposition to Wilhelm von Brandenburg was 
connected with the opposition between them [Popov, Filyushkin 2009, p. 155]. In conse-
quence of these events landmarshal von Münster had gone to Prussia where he created a 
party against the landmaster [Merkel 1807, р. 39]. According to Renner, the archbishop 
of Riga sent the message to the King of Poland, Sigismund Augustus, who later expressed 
concern about von Münster’s destiny [Renner 1953, р. 11].
The exact year of birth of the pamphlet’s author is unknown. Caspar (Jasper) von 
Münster was born in Duursum castle in Frisland (in Drentse), in a family of ministeri-
alis under the bishop [Fenske Militzer 1993, р. 460]. The Münster family traditionally 
sent their children to the Livonian Order from the 13th century, so in 1515, at the age of 
14–15 years, Caspar was sent to the service. The first years of his service is an unknown 
period, however, in 1538 Caspar von Münster held a schaffer’s position in Wenden, thus 
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opening a way to the landmaster’s suite. In 1540 he became a commander of Marienburg, 
and in 1551 a landmarshal. As Caspar was not well-born, we have an opportunity to be-
lieve that he managed to build so serious career in the Order only thanks to his character 
which allowed him to make the way from the unknown descendant of a noble family to 
one of Livonia`s heavyweights.
As noted by J. Mol, in spite of the fact that Caspar von Münster is a prominent figure 
in the history of Livonia of the 16th century, his activity has evaded thorough examination. 
Perhaps, this is an influence of the Baltic-German historiographic tradition influence. He 
had been appointed to a position of the Order’s landmarshal in 1551 because two of his 
predecessors subsequently became landmasters; he could be considered as a figure aspir-
ing to a dominating position [Mol 2011, p. 236].
Landmarshal Caspar von Münster became one of the opponents of the Order’s pol-
icy. On the Wolmar Landtag of 1556 he spoke out of advancing contact with the Livo-
nian Order’s political rival, the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth [Hartmann 2004, р. 
288]. According to him, Livonia could remain, entering into rime-proof alliance with the 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. Just after the Landtag von Münster was accused of 
treason and was removed from his post. He tried to pursue this policy between 1554 and 
1556, but he did not find enough support. He was accused of treason and ran to Lithuania, 
returning in the 1560s to Ascheraden castle.
The conflict began to escalate in May 1556, when von Münster attempted to occupy 
Dünamünde [Olewnik 1979, pр. 396–397]. On May 10 he sent Sigismund a letter in cipher, 
asking for military assistance, but, as it appears from the Livonian Chronicle of Grefenhal, it 
went astray [Monumenta Livoniae Antiquae 1847, р. 126]. The same is evidenced by Baltasar 
Russov: “… the archbishop was talking with the landmarshal, Caspar von Münster, how to 
put all Livonia under the patronage of the King of Polandˮ [Russow 1845, р. 170]. Also, the 
chronicler noted the possibility of a religious dimension, since he, by the time of the conflict, 
had been already an adherent the of evangelical faith (Russow 1845, р. 171]. These contacts 
with Poland and the Duke of Prussia aroused displeasure and, as a consequence, accusations 
of treason, which probably motivated the publication of Münster’s “defense letterˮ.
Within this article we are interested not so much in the content of the pamphlet, since 
the source has already been published, as in the historiographic questions associated with 
it. The main interest was attracted by a part of the writing, which included a letter sent by 
Caspar von Münster to the landmaster Heinrich von Galen. It consists of three leaves of 
the total volume of the work. The subtitle “Volgendes schrewen hab ich ahn Herrn Meister 
gethan als mir mein Haus eingenommen …” allows us to judge that this is a separate part 
of the pamphlet. Thus, the reason of its creating is pointed out as well — the occupying 
of Dünamünde, a fortress reported to the landmarshal. Was this an actual letter or was it 
only a part of the political pamphlet is one of the main questions. The pamphlet reveals its 
place and date: “Datum Segewald Freytag nach Exaudiˮ [Warhafftiger, kurtzer und wolge-
gründter bericht…]. Exaudi arrived on the sixth Sunday after Easter, which in 1556 was on 
April, 5 (according to the Julian calendar)2, i.e, the letter was to be dated by the first half of 
May. We have managed to find two letters of the landmarshal to the landmaster von Galen 
in the Secret Archives of the Prussian Cultural Heritage in Berlin [Jasper von Münster, 
Landmarshall des Deutschen Ordens in Livland…; Jasper of Münster to Henri of Galen]
2 For details see [Huber].
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The registers of these documents are mentioned by S. Hartmann [Hartmann 2005, 
рр. 370, 376]. Its presence made it possible to ascertain that the letter as a part of the 
pamphlet was indeed written by Caspar von Münster. Nevertheless, there is a number of 
problems. One letter can be accurately identified as a copy from the ducal archive, as there 
is no signature [Hartmann 2005, р. 370]. As for the second letter [Hartmann 2005, p. 376], 
it has a signature, but there is another date “Freytag nach Jubilateˮ, i.e., it was some days 
earlier than mentioned in the pamphlet. The rest of the text is completely identical, except 
for the first paragraph “Dem Hochwurdige (n) Großmechtihen fursten Herrn Herrn Hein-
richen von Galen … genedigen Herrn un (nd) Obersten gehorsamlichˮ. In the letter from 
the archive this part is missing. It is difficult to say the reason of the difference in dates, as 
well as to precisely identify, whether the second document is an unsent original or a copy. 
It should be investigated further.
Apart from the above, Münster’s pamphlet is of interest from the point of view of 
another participant in this process, the publisher. This essay was not the only one pub-
lished in Johann Daubmann’s printing house that took a position against the landmaster 
of the Teutonic Order and the new coadjutor which had at the same time an excusatory 
character. At the same time, another pamphlet under the title “Wunderbarliche Handlung 
dess jetzigen Meysters auss Leyfflandt unnd seines Stallbruders oder Coadjutorn Wilhelmen 
Fürstenberg unnd irem anhang …ˮ was published in the same printing house. The author 
of the pamphlet was Christophe Boddecker, a chancellor of the Order in Livonia, who 
succeeded Ochtern [Neitmann 2004, р. 202]. That is, in addition to the text of Caspar 
von Münster, another pamphlet on the same topic appeared in the same printing house. 
It is difficult to say whether it was explained only by economic reasons or by Albrecht of 
Brandenburg-Ansbach’s order. Anyway, the publication of these pamphlets was beneficial 
to the duke in the context of his foreign policy and, perhaps, was conducive to the further 
rise Daubmann. In this regard, it seems necessary to say a few words about the printer and 
his contacts with the Duke of Prussia.
Little is known about the personality of Johann Daubmann. He was originally from 
Torgau in Saxony. The exact date of his birth is unknown [Arnoldt 1769, Bd. 2, р. 53; 
Bd. 3, р. 83; Allgemeine Deutsche Biographie 1876, р. 769]. There is evidence that the 
future Prussian printer started his career in Nuremberg. The Nuremberg period of Daub-
mann’s activity was marked by a constant conflict with the local council, which sought 
to get book publishing under control. Despite the council’s disapproval, he published a 
“Brochure … about the murder of four childrenˮ [Lohmeyer 1896, р. 48; Arp 2004, р. 97]. 
Soon thereafter, Daubmann was imprisoned in the tower for eight days for selling banned 
books from Leipzig. According to some researchers, this was the work of Erasmus of Rot-
terdam [Lohmeyer 1896, р. 48]. Despite this, he soon published the “accusatory bookˮ of 
margrave Albert Alcibiade against his opponents [Arp 2004, р. 98], which could be the 
reason for the arrest in April, 1554.
Further details of this matter are unknown, but some actions of this period are con-
nected with his subsequent relocation to Koenigsberg. Thanks to the petition of the Duke 
of Prussia, Albrecht of Brandenburg-Ansbach, on May, 25 of the same year the Nurenberg 
Council agreed, that Daubmann could live in Prussia without losing his rights of Nuren-
berg’s burgher. When on May, 28  there was made a search to identify all possible cop-
ies of the “accusatory bookˮ, Daubmann had already left the city [Lohmeyer 1896, р. 49]. 
The time of the beginning of his publishing activity in Prussia is uncertain as well. We 
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know that by autumn Daubmann had been intensively engaged in printing. The publi-
cation of September, 1554 can be used as a confirmation [Arp 2004, р. 100; Abschied des 
Durchlauchtigsten Hochgeborenen Fürsten…]. However, the starting point of the printing 
house foundation in Koenigsberg is controversial. There is an opinion that he was invited 
by Albrecht of Brandenburg in 1553, even before the beginning of the process mentioned 
above, in order to publish the works of the professors of the University of Koenigsberg 
[Lohmeyer 1896, р. 49]. The most common perception is the end of May, 1554 [Thielen 
1953, р. 110]. For us, however, the fact of contacts between the printer and the Duke of 
Prussia is especially important in this context. However, special support had been traced 
since the late 50s. At Daubmann’s disposal had already been around 100 marks of annual 
increases from the ducal treasury [Arp 2004, 102]. Perhaps, he received an additional fi-
nancial support as well.
At least, this can be assumed on the basis of Daubmann’s notice of March 3, 1556 of 
receipt from Albrecht 100  guldens. It does not mention any conditions for the return 
of funds [‘Albrecht von Brandenburg an Johann Daubmann‘]. At the same time, thanks 
to the Duke’s of Prussia protection, the trade area of Johann Daubmann also expanded. 
In 1557, Albrecht of Brandenburg-Ansbach negotiated with Mikołaj Radziwill about the 
question, whether Daubmann could sell books in Vilno [Körber 1998, р. 224]. A year later, 
in May, 1558, Daubmann purchased a printing house, presumably from Jan Malecki, for 
300 gulders (which shows that he had quite substantial funds just a few years after moving 
to Prussia) [Gollub 1929, р. 170]. In addition, he became competitive due to the fact that 
he had bought a bookshop and a paper mill [Arp 2004, р. 102].
It is difficult to say whether this support was connected with the publication of the 
political pamphlets of Christophe Boddecker and Caspar von Münster, however, this is 
quite possible, since after that Johann Daubmann published virtually nothing of a political 
nature.
At the same time, the pamphlet which belongs to the landmarshal of the Teutonic Or-
der in Livonia, not only shows the connection between the political events, propaganda, 
printing activities, but is of great interest as a source study as well. This is mainly due to 
the fact that the letter written by the author of the text to the Livonian landmaster Hein-
rich von Galen is one of the sections of this pamphlet. Copies of this letter allow us to ask 
a few questions. Firstly, how did the two copies, which had been discussed above, come 
into the archives of the Duke. Were they created before sending the letter to landmaster, 
or had Münster a draft, which he later gave to the Duke, and later to the printer to create 
a copy. For what purpose were these two copies made? No less important is the answer to 
the question, whether there was any public reaction to this pamphlet. One of the reasons 
of this issue is the publication of this pamphlet in 1557 in the Daubman printing house as 
well, but in Latin. The question, among others, arises as to the intentions of this publica-
tion. However, these gaps do leave prospects for the further research.
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